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1, The reorganization of the leadership of the Communist Party of Chile 
(PCCh) has been marked by confusion over the political line to be followed 
as well as the orders to be carried out. At present there is no effective 
@Girection of Party affairs, 

2, Shortly after the 6 March elections, the Regional Committee of Santiago 
queried the Secretariat of the Party on the form which the defense of 
Frente Nacionél Democratico (FND) candidates should take, and on what 

_ Line the Party will follow after 21 May. The Regional Committee has 
been told only that "something" is being planned for 1 May, but no ad- 


vance instructions have been given. _ 


36 


pected of them, As a result, FRAS candidates lost by only a few votes, 


when they could have won had proper instructions been given, 


4. Another example of lack of coordination between Santiago and the provinces 
cited by source was the campaign of Marmaduke Grove, When Communist 
Senator Guillermo Guevara was sent by the Party to direct Grovegs cam- 
paign, he found that the Party had no votes in Copiapo and Coquimbo. When 
he informed headquarters of the situation, he was merely told "to proceed", 
The Party candidate received only 500 votes, although Guevara had been as= 
sured in Santiago that there were 3000 votes available in the region if he 
would work on the laborers. The regional directors have been extremely 
disturbed over the situation, and they claim that the orders from Santiago 

were absurd and given in either bad faith or ignorance, Source states 
that similar instances occurred in almost every province, 
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originally scheduled for April. These congresses aré usually held in 
May, but are always prepared well in advance. If the Congress were 

held before 21 May, Carlos Contreras Labarca could attend as a senator, 
but upon the expiration of his term on that date, his Baie chance. of at- 


The removal of Contreras Labarca from the Political, Conimiséions has not 
made any formal protest. The geld nembers hesitate to take a step cen- 
suring the actions of the directorate, about which they know little, 
Contreras Labarea was required to make a statement professing his faith | 
in the Party and its leaders, and this statement was mimeographed and 


-eireulated throughout the cells. 
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